
Ten Genres of Poem to Avoid
As Determined by Andy Jones


1. The Mystery Poem. The point of this poem is largely to obscure its subject. The reader’s (only) job is to figure out what the speaker of the poem is referring to.

2. The “They Said” Poem. This poem expresses disappointment or outrage that some situation has not resulted in the way some unnamed “they” predicted in would result.

3. The “You Said” Poem. This poem expresses disappointment that the silent interlocutor has acted in a way that differs from the speaker’s oversimplified or unreasonable expectations.

4. The Cliché Poem. This poem explores the extent to which hackneyed phrases preclude communication of emotional resonances. Avoid the overused.

5. The Hopelessly Abstract Poem. This poem substitutes generalizations for images, thus eliminating a reader’s points of access, entrance, or attention.

6. The Antiquated Poem. This poem imitates the diction, rhyme, and/or meter of a 19th century or older poet without adding anything to the form or content that was not much better presented by the original.

7. The Chopped Story. This poem imposes line breaks upon an unsatisfying short story written originally in conversationally imprecise diction.

8. The Sentimental Trap. This poem presents the greeting-card subjects of grandparents, puppies, or, potentially, young lovers, especially when accompanied by hopeless abstractions.

9. The Poem with Obvious Rhymes. This poem over-accentuates rhyming end words, as the poems of Dr. Seuss and Shel Silverstein do.

10. Unrevised Poems. This poem contains accidental illogic, slapdash diction, or forehead-smacking constructions that lead to reader to wonder how many times it has even been read by the author.

11. [bookmark: _GoBack]The Inadvisable Word Choice Poem. This poem depends upon nouns that typically undermine, including love, reality, soul, and others that we will decide upon as a group. 
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